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T ISVENICE | HAVE 1o thank for
my career as an artist. Before gradu-
ating e 1991 from ot studies i
Farvard and Parnis, 1 was unsure
whether o0 dedicate my hile o panting.
Then | came on holday to Vemee with
triends, We spent all day wanderning arownd
remote parts of the aty — 1 remember the
Tight was fantastic — and that mght, as mmages
of the aty flooded my mind, it was as
though the decsion was made 1or me. 1 sud-
denly realssed 1 had what | peeded. T moved
1o Veree 1992 and became 2 ull-time
painter. | now spend half the year here.

I have been commy, to Verce since child-
hood Although | am French, my yrandpar-
ents lave a howse on the Grand Canal,and |
used to viae them, My great-preat uncle.
Prince Edmond  de Pohgnae, married
Winsareets Suger, oF sewing-muachine tune,
amd they bought the Palazzo Contarmn
aroutd 19000 1t s o late fifteenth-century
building over Gothic foundatons. The well
i the courtyard 15 one of the oS carliess
examples of Renarsance art.

Winnaretta was a great patron of the arts,
particulardy of s, Ravel, Faure, Debussy.
D¢ Fally all used to come and stav, as did the
voung Arthur Rubinstein, Winnaretta had a
tour-octave portable prano made tor Fawe.
Fle wsed o load it on 1o a gondola and play
while he was rowed down the Grand Canal.

Edmond and Winnarerta had no clal-
drens: when Winnarer died in 1943, she letr
the Palazzo to thewr nephew, my grandtather,
who 15 the honorary president of the
Comté francas pour L Sauvegarde de
Vense, | now have my studio here — bue it s

mot at all palatal — just 2 garret,
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1 live qust across the Accadenia Brdge.n
the Palazzo Barbara. e sounds fightfully
srand, but my aparament is bur o modese
sl 1 el splendous. The Palazzo wsed to
belong o the Curtis family of Boston, alo
patrons of the arts. Henry James stayed here
while writing The Wings of the Dove. My
aparunent wsed to be the studio of the
pamter Johs Siger Sargent.

1 love the meernational aspect of Vemee, it
makes me feel at home, Bue although the
Cirand Canal 1 beanntul, s nov whae | ik
of a5 Ty Venwe T don't ke crowds, and
prefer the less well-trodden parts of the ciy
The Arsenale, for example, with s yates as
though wwo die unkoown, is ane of my
tavourite places, s s Burano with s coloured
houses, and the cemetery island ot San
Michele. These torm recarnng thenes i my
paintings T always pant from a distaice = one
shand s seen from another — making the
Ligoon central to my work. [ even Jearmt o
row, gondolier=style, the berter 1o explore the
Lagoon, and used 1o owa a livde boat. This way,
I discovered the then-abandoned island and
monastery Church ol San Clemente, which
has snce been turmed o 2 luserious hotel,
I reconmmend that anyone new toVeniee takes
a boat o the goon, where they can ger a
2ot a view of the whole ey, and put it con-
text. Or hiee 2 gondoly and explore the small
canals. Those on the North shore are partca-
Lirly beauritul, and are otten overdooked,

There 1s abo 4 “magic wuare’ tor me,
tormed by the churches of San Giorgo, 11
Redentore, San
della Salute = 1 wall pasen one fromy the per-

Marco and Santa Mara

spective of another, and will suppress detail

m the interests of the ideal. | never paing

vondolas, for example = they are just o dis-
traction. The essence of Vemee lies o
syimnetry and balionce. Through retlecnon,
water resalves the dichotomy between carth
and skyand these thieee elements are m
unitedd through the tourth — light, or fire.
This sense of completeness, of & pertect
world, 15 central to my work. And as impor-
wnt as the subject asell” are the ditferent
wavs of mterpreting and representing it m
ditferent condinons and tmes ot day

And so my working dav s dictated by the
light. Just after dawn and betore dusk are the
best times. 1 often work en plem o rather
than i the studio, and aim to complete 2
pamting B ope session, 1 have @ portable
casel-cum-pantbox — 3 dieanler — made tor
me by Piero Carcaro near S Barbara | wall
choose my spot tor the day and ser ap my
casel. People inVenee are very avilised: they
are curtons, but they leave you i prace

In Parws, | find the shops very exciting,
but i Venice, Eam much more sober. Here,
mw shoppimg revolves around v work: my
carpenter. my framer Tony, who makes my
leather  pordohios. my  photographer
Francesco  Barascmtn and my calogue
prmter. |ty to suppore local arssan.

Vemee 18 ey 1o bed and carly to e,
which suits me very wello | don’t cook. so
always dine out -~ vswally 10 nerghbourhood

restaurants,  wath  friends,  Pazza S,
Marghenita has a good selection, and 15 not
too touristy, Harry's Bar s nor mv scoene,
though T would be happy o cat at the
restaurant of the Hotel Monaco any day.

1 have an agent, Bernard Chauchet. 1
London, and exhibir regularly m London,

PParts and New York. But two o the mow



wid callecrors of v work Tive in Veniee
Jerome-Francois  Zicsems and - Mateo
Corvime are both active on the Connd
trancais pour la Sanvesarde de Venise, and
Matteo worked on the gala evemng tn the
reopenmg of La Fenice, Vemces apera
Bouse, As a designer, he has icorporated my
contemporny canvises  into s clasical
home to dramatic efiees. Untl now, he is the
only pesson from whom T hase accepted

cammissions, though these davs T am more

open-minded on that score = provided. ot

course, that | have carte blanche

© Roger de Montebello’s ogent 15 Bernard
Chauchet (+44 20 7370 2467},

© Comitis lrengais pour lo Souvegarde de
Venise, Palozzo Balbi Mocenigo, 2580
Dorsoduto, 30123 Venezia (139 41 52 22
2725); 34 avenve de New York, 75116 Paris
[+33 1 47 23 09 08).

' Hotel Manaco, Calle Vallaresso, Son Marco
1325, Venezia [+39 41 520 0211).

- Son Clemente Palace, lsole di San Clemente,
Son Marco, 3124 Venezia (139 41 244 5001],
This opened m April 2003 on it own islangd
m the Ligoon, the leese five st hotel o
appear - Venice, Founded e I3 San
Clemente served s the departure ponnt tor
pilgrnns and soldiers on ther way o the
Holy Land. Sinee Napoleon's suppression of
the religrons orders in 1810000 had been wsed
varonshy as a lomane sylum and o anctaany
for cats unnl the Tarm Hotel Group restored
the deconsecrated  church and monaste
buildings to ereate a 205-maom hotel. Most
oot overlook the aty, the Giudecea and
the Lido, asd the hotel also boasts 1 canden,
awimting pool, temis courts, theee-hole voll
conrse, health spa, o restanranes and con-
terence tacthies mits 17-acre gmounds, A 2+4-
hour private shuttle boat takes suests on the
ten-numute tap 1o oand trom San Marco,

Reservations: £39 41 241 84 wwa,
<inelenentethion Kiker Holidavs can tilor
trips  to Venice: 444 20 7231 3334,

wwawdarkerhohdans con



